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Welcome to the COPANT Week and the 2019 IQNet General
Assembly

1. Mensaje de Roberto Enrique Montoya Villa
Director Ejecutivo, ICONTEC Internacional
Estimados Colegas e invitados especiales,
En nombre de ICONTEC, Organismo Nacional de Normalización de Colombia, tengo el gusto de
extenderles una cordial invitación a la Semana COPANT 2019, “Futuro de la Normalización”, que se
llevará a cabo del 5 al 8 de mayo. Para la realización del evento, hemos escogido la ciudad de
Cartagena de Indias, declarada Patrimonio Histórico de la Humanidad por la UNESCO en noviembre
de 1984.
Sin duda alguna, en las últimas décadas la normalización se ha convertido en una de las
herramientas más importantes para mejorar la productividad de las organizaciones, contribuyendo
de esta manera a la competitividad de los países. Incluso a nivel mundial los organismos de
normalización tenemos el reto de apoyar con nuestras labores el cumplimiento de los “Objetivos de
Desarrollo Sostenible, ODS” de las Naciones Unidas.
Por todo lo anterior, el enfoque de las actividades de la Semana 2019 de la Comisión Panamericana
de Normas Técnicas, COPANT, se centrará en hacer una prospección de la normalización y su
futuro, teniendo en cuenta la innovación que se requiere para dar respuesta a los nuevos desafíos
que se imponen, incluidos no solo el desarrollo de estándares en materia de nuevas tecnologías,
sino también, cómo lograr un proceso pertinente, ágil y eficiente en la elaboración de los documentos
normativos que responda a las necesidades de los diferentes sectores de la economía.
Por otra parte, durante la misma semana y en paralelo se llevará a cabo la Asamblea General de
IQNet, red mundial de empresas de certificación a la cual pertenece ICONTEC. Este escenario tan
especial, les ofrece a los participantes de ambas reuniones la magnífica oportunidad de intercambiar
conocimientos y experiencias en relación con el uso y aplicación de las normas a través de procesos
de evaluación de la conformidad y formación, entre otros. Precisamente, el miércoles 7 de mayo
tendrá lugar un taller conjunto entre COPANT e IQNet sobre “La Tecnología en la Normalización”,
que esperamos contribuya a enriquecer las relaciones entre los asistentes.
Los esperamos con los brazos abiertos en la hermosa ciudad de Cartagena de Indias. Su
participación y aportes serán fundamentales para construir colectivamente las mejores estrategias
de cara a proyectar el futuro de la normalización en beneficio de nuestros países.
Sean todos bienvenidos,
Roberto Enrique Montoya Villa
Director Ejecutivo
ICONTEC
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COPANT WEEK 2019
Future of Standarization
ICONTEC Internacional, as the National Standards Body of Colombia and as a leading
conformity assessment entity in Colombia and Latin America, is pleased to host the
COPANT week and the 2019 IQNet General Assembly, to be held simultaneously from May
5 to 10, 2019, in the city of Cartagena de Indias, Colombia.

2. The venue details are provided below:
Country:
City:
Language:
Venue:

Colombia
Cartagena de Indias
Spanish
Hotel Las Américas,
https://www.hotellasamericas.com.co/en/

Address:

Anillo Vial, Sector Cielo Mar, Cartagena de Indias, Colombia

Telephone No:
Starting point:

+57 (5) 672 3160
Rafael Núñez International Airport
From Rafael Núñez International Airport – to Hotel Las Américas 10 minutes
18 min (4.9 km)

Approximated time:

Distance:
Mode of transportation
Taxi - (the authorized taxi office is located at the arrivals exit)
from the airport:
Average fare:
COP 25,000 = USD 8.50
Official currency:
Colombian peso (COP 3,000 = USD 1)
Practical information:

View information before you travel at:
http://www.colombia.travel/en/informacion-practica/visas%20%20ctsectionss
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Event Venue: Hotel Las Americas

2.1 Place where the COPANT week will be developed
Convention Center Las Americas hotel
https://www.hotellasamericas.com.co/mapa-del-hotel/
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2.2 Convention Center map

Lunch area
COPANT Week
2019

Registry

Entry
Convention Center
Las Américas
Casa de Playa

2.3 Reservations
•
•
•
•

Telephone No: +57 (5) 672 3160
Group name: Asambleas Internacionales COPANT – IQNet, ICONTEC
Event code: 1189
Reservations link:
https://reservas.hotellasamericas.com.co/groups/?la=EN&codigo=1189

Attached document with the instructions to make the online
reservation

2.4

Value entry to the COPANT Week
(in case of not staying at the Hotel Las Americas)alor

In case of staying in a hotel different from the hotel where the event will take place
(Las Americas), the entrance value is USD 35 per day, value that includes lunch and
a.m. refreshment. and p.m..
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3. Highlights of the week
Welcome cocktail
As a way to welcome them to Colombia, we will hold an informal meeting on the 10th floor
of the Hotel Las Americas - Torre del Mar, in a unique environment with a view of the sea,
a place where the flavors and aromas of the Mediterranean will be mixed with the magic of
the Caribbean..

Gala dinner
On Tuesday, in a very special place, we will hold a gala dinner accompanied by Caribbean
music and a dance show. On this night we will offer a sample of the delicious food of the
Colombian Caribbean..
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4. About Colombia
Colombia is located in the northwest corner of South America. To the east are Venezuela
and Brazil; to the south, Ecuador and Peru; to the north, the Caribbean Sea; to the northeast,
Panama; and to the west, the Pacific Ocean.
Colombia is the 26th largest nation in the world and the fourth largest country in South
America with a surface area of 709,449.3 mi² (1,141,748 km²). The country has the third
largest population in Latin America (after Brazil and Mexico) with a total of 49.07 million
inhabitants.
Colombia is a democratic republic in which the president is also the head of state. The official
language is Spanish, and English is the most widely known foreign language. The
constitution permits freedom of worship in a predominantly catholic country.
Colombia has a lot to offer for everyone. It has beautiful beaches, high mountains and
volcanoes, picturesque old towns, archaeological sites, vast forests, modern cities, tropical
islands, indigenous cultures and much more.
Three Andean mountain ranges across the country from north to south, creating a great
variety of landscapes at different altitudes. The Amazon rainforest covers a quarter of
Colombia, and the plains across the Caribbean coast and the Orinoco Basin cover another
quarter of the country. There are also tropical rainforests along the Pacific coast, one of the
most bio-diverse regions in the planet. Colombia has an impressive natural wealth with some
of the most varied plant and animal species on the planet.
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5. About Cartagena de Indias
The sea breeze and sunsets that transform the colors of 400-year-old house façades charm
people who visit Cartagena de Indias. This city, a World Heritage Site filled with colonial
treasures, was founded in 1533 by Pedro de Heredia. It still preserves the colonial
architecture of its buildings and the most complete set of fortresses in South America.
Apart from the charms of its colonial, republican and modern architecture,
Cartagena, Colombia, offers an intense night life, cultural festivals, exuberant landscapes,
magnificent beaches, excellent gastronomic offerings and substantial hotel and tourism
infrastructure. It is a fantastic city that keeps the secrets of history inside its walls and
balconies, its buildings and narrow cobblestone streets. Framed by a beautiful
bay, Cartagena de Indias is one of the most beautiful and well-preserved cities in America.
According to TripAdvisor, Cartagena de Indias is one of the most popular and
fastest-growing destinations in the world.

Weather: The minimum temperature in Cartagena is 24°C, and the maximum is 32°C.
Local Transportation: Cartagena has a broad network of buses and taxes available. Taxis
are the most commonly used form of transportation because of their good service and
affordable rates. You should always use city-registered taxis, and you may request them by
phone, at the hotel lobby, or by requesting the assistance of one of your hotel’s managers
or retailers.
For more information on Cartagena de Indias, please go to:
http://www.colombia.travel/en/where-to-go/caribbean/cartagena-de-indias
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6. What to do in Cartagena de Indias?
Upon arrival at the La Heroíca (Heroic City), as Cartagena de Indias is known, Assembly
participants will enjoy days and nights filled with amazing stories and experiences.
There are some places you should not miss in the legendary Cartagena, a World Heritage
Site, coveted for centuries by pirates, such as Castillo San Felipe de Barajas, a colossal fort
for its time, whose sentry posts and cannons have been preserved, and its tunnels remain
filled with the drama of many years of battle. There you will find a new vision of the history
of the Caribbean and of Colombia.
It is also truly fascinating to stroll through the impressive yet fragile Walled City, with its outer
walls still guarded by cannons, where you may see the Caribbean Sea and feel its soft and
caressing breeze. Within a few steps from each other, you can discover street by street
emblematic sites of the old city, such as the Zenu Gold Museum and the Palace of
Inquisition.
You will surely have time to visit the coral islands of Rosario, a small archipelago of about
28 islands that are part of the insular area of Cartagena; their blue waters hold as a treasure
one of the most important coral reefs in this area of the Caribbean.
The National Tayrona Park is a four-hour drive from Cartagena. It is named after the
civilization that originally inhabited the area. The Park is a protected archaeological area
located on the foothills of the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta. It is an admirable place, where
you will enjoy the biodiversity that features palm trees, coastal lagoons and tropical
rainforests, among others natural wonders.
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7. Links to other hotels and average travel time to the venue
The following hotels are also located in the Cielo Mar area where Hotel Las Américas is
located, with a 5-star rating:

Hotel Holiday Inn Morros:

http://holidaycartagena.co/ (2 min)

Hotel Sonesta Beach Resort:

https://en.sonestacartagena.com/?_ga=2.252344769.939155438.15404210302006459919.1540421030 (5 min)

GHL Relax Hotel Corales de Indias:

https://www.ghlhoteles.com/entretenimiento-spa/ (10 min)

8. General tips
8.1 Communications
 There will be Wi-Fi connection areas available in the meeting rooms and at the Las
Americas hotel and convention center. You can use the telephones in your room by
following the instructions and the hotels rates will be applied. Internet and telephone call
vendors are available in small stores throughout the city.
 The cellphone companies available in Colombia are: Movistar, Claro and Tigo. Check
coverage and roaming charges with your local provider.


A prepaid SIM card for multi-band cellphones can be easily found at the airport, with
cellphone providers and internet vendors.

8.2 Credit Card Franchise Customer Service:

Most hotels, restaurants and commercial establishments receive international credit cards.
The most common ones are Visa and MasterCard. Only some places accept American
Express and Diners Club.

11

For inquiries, please contact them at the following telephone numbers:
Visa - Colombia:
Master Card - Colombia:
Diners Club - Colombia:
American Express - Colombia:

01-800-912-2066
01-800-912-1303
01-8000-123-838
01-800-9121-153

8.3 Currency Exchange
Foreign currency should be exchanged only at currency exchange offices at airports,
hotels and banks, and never on the street. The exchange rate fluctuates on a daily basis,
and its official reference rate is the U.S. dollar.
8.4 ATMs
The country’s main cities have extensive ATM networks, most of which are in service 24
hours a day and provide an option for English. They normally allow making the following
transactions: balance inquiries, withdrawals, transfers and cash advances. Never give
your card to strangers or reveal your PIN.
8.5 Insurance and Health
 When you arrive in Colombia, migration may require that you obtain health insurance
that covers medical care in Colombia. This coverage costs approximately USD 50.
 Generally, credit card companies provide valid travel insurance. You may want to
inquire with them prior to your travel date.
8.6 Vaccinations
To travel to certain regions of the country, a vaccination against yellow fever is required
at least 15 days prior to the travel. This vaccination is recommended for people travelling
to the departments of La Guajira, Norte de Santander, Putumayo and regions such as:
Amazon, Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta and the entire Atlantic Coast.
8.7 Water and Food
Cartagena’s tap water is treated and suitable for drinking. However, we suggest that you
drink bottled water, especially when you are outside of your hotel. Avoid drinking juices
or eating seafood offered by vendors on the street or beaches.
8.8 Assistance and emergency hotlines
Anyone can call the national emergency line toll-free from land and cellular phone lines
by dialing 123
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8.9 Safety Tips
Cartagena is one of the safest cities for visitors in Latin America. However, as in any other
city in the world, you should follow a few basic recommendations to ensure a pleasant and
safe visit:
 For transportation, only use the taxi cab companies registered in Cartagena.
 Walk in well-lit areas where you feel safe.
 Use the safes in your hotel and do not carry large amounts of cash.
 Use ATMs in areas with surveillance, such as banks, hotels, airports and
shopping centers.
 Do not attract unwanted attention in public places by displaying valuable jewelry,
accessories, cameras, laptops or cash.
 Never leave your personal effects unattended.
8.10 Electricity
Domestic electricity is 110 V of alternating current at the frequency of 60 Hz (110 V AC,
60 Hz). For industrial facilities, it is 220 V of alternating current at the frequency of 60 Hz
(220 V AC, 60 Hz).
Plugs with two flat pins or with a third-round pin are used. Electricity adapters and voltage
stabilizers are easily available. We recommend checking the technical indications of the
appliance you are going to use in Colombia.
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