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 COPANT WEEK 2019 - COLOMBIA 

Our annual event was held in Cartagena de Indias on 

May 5th to 8th, 2019.  

 

Under the slogan "The Future of Standardization", the Pan American Standards Commission (COPANT) held 

its WEEK 2019, on May 5-8, 2019, in the beautiful Colombian Caribbean city of Cartagena de Indias, known 

as 'La Heroica'. 

In addition to the meeting of the General Assembly and Board of Directors of COPANT, the now traditional 

Speed Networking and the COPANT Workshop were held. 

COPANT GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 The COPANT General Assembly was attended by 86 delegates, representing 19 active members, 8 adherent 

members and 11 regional and international bodies.  

The meeting was opened by 

Mr. Héctor Arango Gaviria, 

President of the Board of 

Directors of ICONTEC and Mr. 

Roberto Enrique Montoya 

Villa, Executive Director of 

ICONTEC, as hosts of our 

events, who stressed that the 

standardization bodies are the 

fundamental links of the 

infrastructure of quality and 

competitiveness in our countries. In its 56 years ICONTEC is co-responsible for the productive transformation 

and construction of clean organizations.  They mentioned that standardization bodies have the privilege of 

being able to reach the heart of all public and private organizations; and standards are the raw material of 

the regulatory framework of each country where diversity and environmental harmony are applied. 

Mr. Carlos Ignacio Gallego Palacio - President of the NUTRESA GROUP offered an Opening Conference, 

sharing the business vision regarding the current role of standards in promoting economic and productive 

development. He mentioned that one of the most important aspects expected of standardization is 

confidence in the process, generating intelligence and collective knowledge, which is dynamic and does not 

create obstacles. For companies, participating in standards development processes generates trust, added 

value, knowledge acceleration, source of learning, facilitates global value chains, helps compliance 

management and supports increased competitiveness. Corporate stakeholders expect a strong and 

consistent focus on financial returns, but even more on action regarding education, health, income 

inequality, and other issues. On the other hand, he stated that both companies and governments are 

responsible for improving the quality of life. 

http://www.copant.org/index.php/en/


 
Participantes de la Semana COPANT 2019, Cartagena de Indias, Colombia 

 

Mr. Ricardo Fragoso, President of COPANT, in his words mentioned that one of the challenges of our 

organization is precisely the theme of our COPANT 2019 Week: The future of standardization, mainly 

considering its ability to accompany the speed with which productive activity and services are being 

transformed due to the rapid technology boom. For this reason, there is a need to increase capacity building 

activities, promoting greater participation in international standardization; to this end, we prepared two 

project proposals, one to promote greater participation in ISO and the other for IEC. On the other hand, the 

theme of our workshop on Wednesday is related to Technology, Standardization and Certification. It will be 

interesting to know the new trends in technology and how standardization should respond promptly to 

develop standards and even how our National Standards Bodies should adapt quickly to these new trends to 

be more efficient and give quicker responses to their stakeholders. 

On this occasion we had two discussion panels with the participation of representatives of international, 

regional and national standardization organizations and whose main theme was to know the vision and 

opinion of these organizations regarding the Future of Standardization and its perspective on the relationship 

with the COPANT region. 

 
Panel International and Regional Standards Bodies, from left to right: Sergio Mujica (ISO), Amaury Santos (IEC), Pablo Benia (UNIT/MERCOSUR), 

Roberto Montoya (ICONTEC), Yanira Colindres (FOCANOR), Fulgence St. Prix (CROSQ) & Ruggero Lensi (CEN). 
 
The objective of the Panel of International and Regional Organizations was to know the vision and opinion 
of international and regional standardization organizations with respect to the Future of Standardization 
and to share the Work Plans foreseen for our region. 
 
These are the most outstanding points of the discussion: 
 
ISO and IEC commented that the principles governing international standardization are key to maintaining 
the system and providing stability: transparency, collaboration, involving stakeholders, taking into account 
global decisions. It is important to follow the trends of new technologies and the emerging of new 
industries and have the responsibility to provide them with access to standards. Standardization has the 
capacity to connect people and it is important to find consensus and be ethical in order to respond to the 
solutions the market is looking for. 



Standardization is evolving towards technological advances; it is necessary to shorten times and take 
advantage of opportunities.  
 
At the sub-regional level, the organizations represented stated that they are not yet making good use of 
communication technology to speed up standardization, which is a challenge. 
 

 
Panel National Standards Bodies, from left to right: Mauricio Céspedes (INTECO), Carlos Amorim (ABNT), Joseph Tretler (ANSI), Chantal Guay 

(PASC), Nadita Ramachala (TTBS) y Hopeton Heron (BSJ) 

 
The objective of the National Organizations Panel was to know the vision and opinion of the national 
standardization bodies regarding the Future of Standardization and their vision on the relationship with 
the COPANT region. 
 
Society is changing and national bodies need to ensure that they remain relevant and provide quicker 
responses, new generations must be involved and all stakeholders, current technology can help speed up 
the process.  
 
Standardization should support the adaptation and resilience of organizations to curb climate change, it 
is important to work closely with SMEs and innovators.  
Collaboration and relations with the COPANT region are key to having a strong voice in the international 
forum. The exchange of information is key and allows to learn from others. 

 

Finally, 3 discussion sessions were held, with moderators and panelists representing the NSBs and invited 

organizations, who have excelled in the topics discussed. The topics were the following: 

- FTAs and Quality Infrastructure 

 Objective: To know the impacts 

and relationship of free trade 

agreements with the 

development of Quality 

Infrastructure in the countries. 

Moderator: Carlos Pérez 

(NYCE/DGN)  

Presenters: Michael Boyles (ANSI/ITA Department of Commerce), Mónica Sanzo (UNE) and Rafael Nava 

(ANCE/DGN).  

Some of the conclusions of this discussion group are: 

The government has an obligation to preserve human life, maintain the creation and development of 

quality infrastructure. Quality Infrastructure is a key pillar for product harmonization. A common global 

language can reduce the cost to all in relation to compliance. Monitoring and surveillance of the market 

for counterfeit brands and products should be the government's concern. It is important that the public 

and private sectors work together, they are the engine of the system. 

 

 

 

 



- Innovation and Standards 

Objective: To understand the role that standards play in innovation and how NSBs must adapt to respond 

to needs and innovate in the standards development process. 

Moderator: Mauricio 

Céspedes (INTECO) 

Presenters: Alec Clark 

(SCC), Javier García 

(CENELEC), Kareen Riley-

Takos (SA) and Steven 

Cornish (ISO/TMB). 

The conclusions of this 

group are summarized in: Standards support innovation and growth, generate value for industry by 

providing solutions. In order to carry out innovation projects in standardization, resources are needed; IT 

tools and project management; it is necessary to ensure that the people who play the role of committee 

manager have the right set of skills and that current training in project management is available. 

Standards can be used to minimize the gap between research and the market. 

 

 

- Education in Standardization 

 
Objective: To know the activities and good practices that some NSBs are applying in their countries to 

promote education in standardization. 

Moderator: José Durán (IBNORCA)  

Presenters: Rosario Uría (INACAL), César Díaz (INEN) Nancy Fernández (NC) and Luis Iván Hernández 

(ANCE/DGN). 

The panelists presented some standardization education programs that exist in their countries: 

- In Cuba there is a quality control program and an established education system, training of trainers for 

healthcare workers. A national quality training center is being developed to develop sustainable 

education.  

- Mexico: There is a children's center showing how toy tests are carried out and the risks involved. 

- Peru: An education strategy has been established, which is a national policy. Consumers have a better 

understanding of the use of standards and publish articles online for display.  

- Ecuador: Commented on why and how they do it. Since there are not many resources, online courses 

are held. Example, creation of cartoon characters: Norman and Normita.  

There is a need to invest in education in the short term: both nationally and internationally. 

The three COPANT Strategic Priorities Groups also had the opportunity to work on the review of the activities 

carried out, in accordance with the COPANT Strategic Plan 2016-2020 and to approve and propose activities 

for the work plan for 2019. The strategic priorities of COPANT are: Capacity Building, International 

Participation and Conformity Assessment. 

 

 



SPEED NETWORKING 

This was the fourth version of our Speed Networking, which is already very successful and well accepted. It 

is an opportunity for members and special guests to hold their bilateral/multilateral business meetings in a 

business-friendly environment. This year's Speed Networking was held on Tuesday afternoon, May 7, and 

around 50 individual meetings were held. 

COPANT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The meeting of COPANT's Board of Directors took place on the afternoon of May 7. The meeting was chaired 

by Ricardo Fragoso (ABNT), who was accompanied by Mauricio Céspedes (INTECO) as vice-president and 

Osvaldo Petroni (IRAM) as treasurer. 

The members of the Board of Directors are ANSI (United States) and SCC (Canada), representing North 

America; OSN (El Salvador) representing Central America; SLBS (Saint Lucia) and NC (Cuba), representing the 

Caribbean; and IRAM (Argentina), ABNT (Brazil), INN (Chile), ICONTEC (Colombia) and INACAL (Peru), 

representing South America. 

On this occasion we had some exchanges with ISO representatives to look for the best way to establish a 

good collaboration between both organizations in our region. On the other hand, the Committee in charge 

of elaborating the proposal for the new Strategic Plan 2021-2025 was created, led by the Vice-president, who 

will have to present the proposal for approval in the next General Assembly meeting.  

COPANT WORKSHOP 

The COPANT Workshop was held on Wednesday, May 8 and was entitled "TECHNOLOGY IN 
STANDARDIZATION AND CERTIFICATION”. 
 
The opening was given by the President of ISO, Mr. John Walter, who gave a keynote presentation on 
International Standardization: Challenges and Current and Future Trends. 
 
He commented on the importance of standards for innovation, with examples such as the solar boost for 
aviation, personal assistance robots, lifesaving toilets, additive manufacturing and intelligent transport 
systems. He commented that ISO helps build a sustainable future by supporting the achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
He mentioned that ISO has many challenges and therefore much more to do, it needs to engage more with 
stakeholders, improve its technology; the way people consume content is constantly changing and we need 
to adapt to meet the needs of standards developers. 
 
ISO and COPANT have a long history of cooperation and collaboration; COPANT has strengthened its 
membership role in ISO governance, there are currently six COPANT members on the ISO Council: Argentina, 
Brazil, Costa Rica, Ecuador and USA. - In addition, the Chair of COPOLCO which is held by Argentina and the 
Chair of ISO is from Canada. 
 
International standards are the foundation of our world and are proof of the growing value of cooperation 
and collaboration around the world. Whether it is the way we interact with the physical world, through 
resource extraction and transformation, or the way we interact with each other, through trade and 
communications, ISO standards provide a way forward in a joint and shared way. We do this through 
consensus building, bringing people together to exchange ideas and information, facilitating the movement 
of goods and people around the planet as efficiently and safely as possible.  
 
The world must be guided by the principles of consultation and cooperation that foster mutual respect, 
justice, equity and cooperation to achieve results that benefit all. 
 



He concluded his presentation with the following message: "Standards developers do not build walls, they 
build bridges, they do not make enemies, they make friends, they help build a future for all of us. 
 
Circular Economy 
 
The session was moderated by Luis Trama of IRAM (Argentina) and the presenters were Pascale Mienville of 
AFNOR (France) and David Bell of BSI (United Kingdom). 
 
The main topics discussed were as follows:  

- The patterns of production and consumption have caused great pressure on the environment and it 
is necessary to evolve from a linear economy to a circular economy, where eco-design, extension of 
the useful life of products, raw materials, reduction of use, reuse and recycling, reduction of waste 
generation and changes in the business model are fundamental and the basis of this new economy. 

- The circular economy could be a very broad concept, which will pose new challenges of coordination 
and communications to achieve an articulated standardization that does not lead to duplication of 
efforts and mislead stakeholders. 

- Pascale Mienville from AFNOR has presented an ISO proposal to create a new TC 323 for the 
development of an International Standard for the Circular Economy, proposing to have a holistic 
approach. 

- David Bell from BSI emphasizes that Circular Economy requires users, manufacturers, government 
and stakeholders to speak the same language and have the same approach. He also commented on 
the development of BS 8001, to involve stakeholders in the process. 

 
Panel on Technology - Internet of Things, Digital Transformation and Cybersecurity 
 
Moderator Verne Emmanuel from St. Lucia, Panelists: David Bell from UK; Chaesub Lee from ITU; David Bain 
from USA; Pablo Corona from Mexico; and Rogeiro Moreira from Brazil. 
 
The main topics addressed by the panelists were as follows: 
 
United Kingdom - BSI 

• Data is the key to the Internet of Things, but contextualized data. 
• The reliability of the data is essential for making decisions in real time and in real scenarios. 
• The main strategic trends of technology of the Internet of Things 

• Artificial Intelligence, Internet of Things Social, Legal and Ethics. Infonometry and data 
analysis. 

• Thematic challenges 
• Improve city services. Intelligent Infrastructure, Innovation in the Supply Chain, Digital 

Workplace, Digital Twinning, Future Mobility, Public Safety, 5G Urban and Rural, Autonomy 
at the Edge, Urban Care, Platform as a Service. 

ITU 
• The best way to overcome DARKNESS is to bring the LIGHTS 
• Artificial Intelligence is the best factor contributing to accelerating progress towards the achievement 

of sustainable development goals. 
• Artificial Intelligence is not something new (in development), it is a tool for human development. 
• Data is the fuel for the operation of Artificial Intelligence. 
• The objective of the ITU/WHO: To develop a framework for testing Artificial Intelligence models for 

health. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



United States - ANSI/TIA 
• Ethics of Artificial Intelligence 

• - Artificial Intelligence - Machine Learning - Deep Learning 
• Artificial Intelligence will be able in the future to predict what is unpredictable today. 
• For every two jobs that are eliminated, only half of them are created. 
• The Roles of Standards Development Organizations in Artificial Intelligence 

• Standardize vocabulary 
• Search Alignment 
• Established good practices 
• Design Mechanism 
• Destigmatize 

 
Mexico – DGN/NYCE 

• Cybersecurity is the fusion of two worlds, the world of devices that are intended to function in 
isolation and the world of interconnected spaces for exchanging data. 

• The consequences of cybersecurity are occurring in the real physical world, not just in the digital 
world. 

• For the first time in history, a hacking attack was responded with a military offensive. 
• There are many different layers of standards in terms of technological security, from management 

systems to very specific security specifications. 
 
Brazil – ABNT/SENAI 

• BIM - Building Information Model 
• Policies - Processes - Technologies 

• How to transform information into specific models for design and construction taking into account 
the environment and all related factors. 

• Standards are not a constraint, but a tool to help achieve objectives. 
 
 
Panel on Blockchain 
Moderated by Mkabi Walcott of SCC (Canada); Panelists Chaesub Lee of ITU; and David Bain of the United 
States. 
 
The main themes presented were the following: 
 
ITU 

• Connected Market - Customers, suppliers, banks, consumers 
• Blockchain is a balanced general ledger consisting of digitally recorded data. 

 
United States - ANSI/TIA 

• Standards Development Organizations are unknown heroes who establish a common terminology. 
• Blockchain can be used in a wide range of sectors or activities, ranging from agriculture to gun 

control, the financial sector, etc. 


