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Avances y Desafios en la Normalizacion
de la Economia Circular
Reflexiones del Webinar de COPANT

El 19 de marzo de 2024, el Comité Panamericano de
Normas Técnicas (COPANT) congregd a expertos y
participantes de 25 paises en un webinar crucial dedicado
a la Hoja de Ruta para la Normalizacién en Economia
Circular. Este evento, moderado por Ulrich Harmes-
Liedtke, consultor experto de PTB, no solo destacé la
creciente importancia de la economia circular a nivel
global sino que también puso de relieve los esfuerzos
colaborativos y las iniciativas estratégicas encaminadas a
incorporar practicas sostenibles en las normativas
internacionales a nivel regionaly nacional.

La Vision Global del ISO/TC 323

Catherine Chevauché, al frente del comité de
normalizacién I1SO, ISO/TC 323 sobre Economia Circular,
representando a AFNOR en Francia, delined la perspectiva
estratégica de este comité técnico, subrayando la
economia circular como un desafio mundial para abordar
el agotamiento de recursos, el cambio climatico y la
pérdida de biodiversidad. La iniciativa, que dio origen al
comité hace cinco afos, ha reunido a mas de 100 paisesy
diversas organizaciones internacionales en un esfuerzo
conjunto por definir y promover una comprensién comun
de los principios y practicas de la economia circular.

Why the Circular Economy?
Questioning our modes of production and modes of consumption
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The circularity gap report

Actualizaciones Clave y Estrategias de Implementacion
Monja Korter, secretaria del comité de normalizacion
ISO/TC 323, en ISO, ofrecié una actualizacién sobre las
actividades del ISO/TC 323, resaltando laimportanciade la
capacitaciony la concienciacion, especialmente en paises
en desarrollo, para garantizar la adopciéon y el
reconocimiento de las normas de economia circular. Korter
también enfatizé la necesidad de una colaboracién
estrecha entre ISO y los organismos nacionales de
normalizacién para adaptary aplicar las normas de manera
efectiva en diversos contextos regulatorios y culturales.

COPANT

Advances and Challenges in the
Standardization of the Circular
Economy

Reflections from the COPANT Webinar

On March 19, 2024, the Pan American Standards
Committee (COPANT) brought together experts and
participants from 25 countries for a crucial webinar
dedicated to the Roadmap for Circular Economy
Standardization. This event, moderated by PTB expert
consultant Ulrich Harmes-Liedtke, not only highlighted the
growing importance of the circular economy globally but
also highlighted collaborative efforts and strategic
initiatives aimed at incorporating sustainable practices into
international regulations at regional and national levels.

The Global Vision of ISO/TC 323

Catherine Chevauché, heading the ISO standardization
committee, ISO/TC 323 on Circular Economy, representing
AFNOR in France, outlined the strategic perspective of this
technical committee, highlighting the circular economy as
a global challenge to address resource depletion, climate
change and biodiversity loss. The initiative, which gave birth
to the committee five years ago, has brought together more
than 100 countries and various international organizations
in a joint effort to define and promote a common
understanding of circular economy principles and
practices.

Why the Circular Economy?
Questioning our modes of production and modes of consumption
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Key Updates and Implementation Strategies

Monja Korter, secretary of the ISO/TC 323 standardization
committee at ISO, gave an update on ISO/TC 323 activities,
highlighting the importance of training and awareness
raising, especially in developing countries, to ensure
adoption and recognition of circular economy standards.
Korter also emphasized the need for close collaboration
between ISO and national standards bodies to adapt and
apply standards effectively in diverse regulatory and
cultural contexts.
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https://copant.org/
https://www.ptb.de/cms/en.html
https://www.iso.org/sectors/environment/circular-economy
https://copant.org/en/
https://www.ptb.de/cms/en.html
https://www.iso.org/sectors/environment/circular-economy
https://www.circularity-gap.world/2023
https://www.circularity-gap.world/2023
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Innovacién Nacional y la Hoja de Ruta Alemana

Desde Alemania, Anna Trawnitschek compartio el proceso
detras de la Hoja de Ruta de Normalizacion en Economia
Circular de DIN, una iniciativa que ha movilizado a mas de
550 participantes para identificar 220 necesidades de
normalizacién. Este esfuerzo refleja un enfoque
colaborativo para abordar temas ftransversales vy
especificos del sector, desde la digitalizacién hasta la
gestion de residuos y materiales de construccion,
demostrando el compromiso de Alemania con el avance de
la normalizacién en economia circular.

Stay informed at
www.DIN.ONE:

Register and select your area
of interest "Circular Economy"

La Experiencia Practica de Brasil

Carolina Zoccoli de Brasil presenté la experiencia brasilefia
en la promocioén de la economia circular dentro del sector
privado, destacando la misién de la Federaciéon de
Industrias del Estado de Rio de Janeiro (FIRJAN) de
introducir nuevos conceptos sostenibles en los procesos
empresariales. A través de la colaboracion con ABNT, se
han movilizado expertos para adaptar y traducir las normas
a larealidad brasilefia, enfrentando desafios regulatorios y
operativos en el camino.

Challenges

Informality, illegality, traceability

- Post-consumer material incorporation
- Reverse logistics

- Final destination guarantees for materials -
compliance related issues (legal, ESG, certification)

- Inequality and poverty context in Brazil

COPANT

National Innovation and the German Roadmap

From Germany, Anna Trawnitschek shared the process
behind DIN's Circular Economy Standardization Roadmap,
an initiative that has mobilized more than 550 participants
to identify 220 standardization needs. This effort reflects a
collaborative approach to address cross-cutting and
sector-specific issues, from digitalization to waste
management and construction materials, demonstrating
Germany's commitment to advancing circular economy
standardization.

Stay informed at
www.DIN.ONE:
_Register and select your area

Brazil's Practical Experience

Carolina Zoccoli from Brazil presented the Brazilian
experience in promoting circular economy within the
private sector, highlighting the mission of the Federation of
Industries of the State of Rio de Janeiro (FIRJAN) to
introduce new sustainable concepts in business
processes. Through collaboration with ABNT, experts have
been mobilized to adapt and translate the standards to the
Brazilian reality, facing regulatory and operational
challenges along the way.

Challenges

Informality, illegality, traceability

- Post-consumer material incorporation
- Reverse logistics

- Final destination guarantees for materials -
compliance related issues (legal, ESG, certification)

- Inequality and poverty context in Brazil

Persopal
legisfation in Brazil:
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https://www.din.de/en/innovation-and-research/circular-economy/standardization-roadmap-circular-economy
https://www.din.de/en/innovation-and-research/circular-economy/standardization-roadmap-circular-economy
https://www.firjan.com.br/pagina-inicial.htm
https://abnt.org.br/
https://www.din.de/en/innovation-and-research/circular-economy/standardization-roadmap-circular-economy
https://www.firjan.com.br/pagina-inicial.htm
https://abnt.org.br/
https://din.one/
https://din.one/
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Guia COPANT sobre Circularidad en Normas

Julidn Hurtado, de ICONTEC en Colombia, presenté la Guia
COPANT sobre Circularidad en Normas, un recurso
disefiado para orientar a los desarrolladores de normas en
la incorporacién de principios de economia circular en su
trabajo. Esta guia es un paso adelante en el fortalecimiento
de competencias para el desarrollo de documentos
normativos que apoyen la transicidon hacia practicas mas
sostenibles y circulares.
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Conclusiones

Este webinar representé una plataforma valiosa para el
intercambio de conocimientos y experiencias, marcando
un hito en los esfuerzos por integrar la economia circular en
el desarrollo de la normalizacién. Los participantes y
presentadores, a través de sus diversas perspectivas,
subrayaron la importancia de la colaboracién, la
innovacién y el compromiso estratégico para enfrentar los
retos y aprovechar las oportunidades que presenta la
economia circular. Este evento subraya el compromiso
continuo hacia practicas mas sostenibles y un futuro mas
verde para todos.

La grabacion del webinar se encuentra en este enlace.

COPANT Guide on Circularity in Standards

Julian Hurtado, from ICONTEC in Colombia, presented the
COPANT Guide on Circularity in Standards, a resource
designed to guide standards developers in incorporating
circular economy principles in their work. This guide is a
step forward in strengthening competencies for the
development of standards documents that support the
transition to more sustainable and circular practices.

TECHNICAL CYCLE

Conclusions

This webinar represented a valuable platform for the
exchange of knowledge and experiences, marking a
milestone in efforts to integrate the circular economy into
the development of standardization. Participants and
presenters, through  their  diverse  perspectives,
underscored the importance of collaboration, innovation
and strategic engagement to address the challenges and
seize the opportunities presented by the circular economy.
This event underscores the ongoing commitment towards
more sustainable practices and a greener future for all.

A recording of the webinar can be found at this link.
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https://www.icontec.org/
https://sin.copant.org/normas/GUIA-COPANT-0001-2024.pdf
https://sin.copant.org/normas/GUIA-COPANT-0001-2024.pdf
https://1drv.ms/v/s!AmVelFNZo-a4iv8K87LglcyQnrMMPQ?e=XgypfC
https://www.icontec.org/
https://sin.copant.org/normas/GUIA-COPANT-0001-2024_I.pdf
https://1drv.ms/v/s!AmVelFNZo-a4iv8K87LglcyQnrMMPQ?e=XgypfC

